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April 8, 1904 



Progress of plague in Bombay City since January 1, 1904- 





Week of— 




Jan. 5. 


Jan. 12. 


Jan. 19. 


Jan. 26. 


Feb. 2. 


Feb. 9. 


Feb. 16. 


Feb. 23. 


Mar. 1. 




153 
125 

81.7 
8.37 


207 
186 

89.8 
12.46 


211 

180 

89.5 
12.66 


270 
231 

85.5 
15.47 


430 
384 

89.3 
25.73 


479 
419 

87.4 
28.07 


602 
550 

91.3 
36.85 


837 
718 

85.7 
48.11 


929. 




832 


Percentage of deaths in 


89.5 


Rate of plague mortality . . . 


55.75 



Two facts become evident in the above table. One is that the in- 
crease in plague mortality has been steady, although rapid, there 
being no sudden jumps, except perhaps from January 26 to February 
2, relatively considered. The other fact is the high mortality in those 
attacked, the proportion for the nine weeks recorded averaging 87.74 
per cent. From the daily plague mortality of the week now in prog- 
ress, I am inclined to believe that the city as a whole has reached the 
height of the epidemic, although the wave is progressing northward in 
the city, as indicated in the diagrams forwarded last week. In a few 
weeks more the fact of this north-moving wave will doubtless become 
still more evident. 

In spite of the increasing plague mortality in Bombay city, the 
Bombay Presidency record is better each month after October, as you 
will see from the following table commencing September, 1903. The 
decrease commenced after October, 1903. 

Bombay presidency. 



Cases, 



September, 1903 50,057 

October, 1903 1 66,437 

November, 1903 54,709 

December, 1903 1 42,433 

January, 1904 j 38,097 



Deaths. 



36, 105 
49, 335 
41, 659 
32, 329 
28, 701 



February, 1904, showed a steady rise, week by week, in the number 
of plague deaths in all India, as the following table will show: 

Plague in all India. 





Attacks. 


Deaths. 


Week of — 

Feb. 6 


29, 151 
30,687 
32, 275 
34,086 


24,204 
25, 629 
26, 537 
27,858 


Feb. 13 


Feb. 20 


Feb. 27 




Total 


126, 199 


104,228 





Reports from Calcutta — Inspection of vessel — Fum igation. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Sprague reports, March 10, as follows: 
During the week ended March 5, bill of health was issued to the 
steamship Maristow, bound for New York, with a total crew of 34, of 
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which 13 were Chinese; one was rejected probably for tuberculosis; 
effects of crew were disinfected by steam. When the ship was empty 
the cargo compartments were fumigated for the destruction of vermin, 
and rat guards were maintained on the wharf lines while she lay at 
dock. 

Plague death rate in Calcutta in 1903 and 1904- 

While the death rate from plague in this city for the past week was 
only about one-fourth as high as for the corresponding period last 
year, and the same relative proportion has existed for several weeks, 
the curve for this year thus far is practically parallel with that of last 
year, but about three weeks behind it. The ultimate height which 
may be attained can only be told in the future. 

Death from plague at College Hospital — Laboratory plague work 

suspended. 

Last week at a necropsy one of the students of the College Hospital 
contracted plague from which he died. The laboratory of this hospital 
is the only one in which plague work has been done since my arrival 
and there all of my work has been conducted. The superintendent 
has issued orders for the destruction of all plague cultures and has 
prohibited all further work along that line. No accidents have occurred 
in the laboratory this year, but I am informed that last year one 
attendant suffered from careless handling of an infected gland. There 
are a few cases in the ward for my observation to which it seems that 
my investigation of the disease must be limited. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, March 14, as follows: 
During the week ended March 12, 1904, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples and Palermo: 



NAPLES. 



Date. 



Name of ship. 



Destination. 



Steerage 


Pieces of 
large 


Pieces of 


inspected 

and 

passed. 


baggage 
inspected 


baggage 
disin- 


and 
passed. 


fected. 


997 


49 


1,010 


1,523 


90 


1,819 


999 


50 


1,225 


1,857 


150 


2,543 


1,343 


70 


1,265 


898 


35 


1,117 



Number of 

steerage 
passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 



Mar. 9 

9 
10 
10 
10 
10 



Liguria 

Republic 

Patria 

Neckar 

Citta di Milano . 
Regina Elena... 



New York . 

Boston 

New York . 

....do 

....do 

....do 



11 

37 
23 
21 
16 

7 



PALERMO. 


Mar. 6 




New York 

do 


145 
187 


30 

50 


350 
300 


22 


7 




21 











